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› Grace, mercy, and peace be yours from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

I am sure that all of you could use some words of encouragement this morning.   We’re all 

struggling with one thing or another- whether it’s the Covid fatigue, the election results, the 

future of our nation, the future of our families, the future of our church.  Maybe it’s financial 

concerns.  Maybe it’s just wanting to be together, especially with the holidays quickly 

approaching.   An encouraging, comforting word is what we need.  I mean, after all, when 

someone comforts you or gives you support and confidence, even a glimmer of hope, one’s 

day, attitude, and outlook on life can positively change in seconds.  

I remember when I was working at Camp Luther during my first summer and I had come off a 

particular challenging week with a group of boys.  I was exhausted and was ready to throw in 

the towel and walk away.   I was one that never got much mail or even those elusive care 

packages that my fellow staff members were getting and had to sing for during the meal.  It was 

just a downer of a week, maybe a bit jealous too.  Then to my surprise, one evening meal my 

name “Lefty” was called up to sing for my package.   I even thought in my mind is this some 

form of joke, but no, it was entirely true. The package did not say anything about who it was 

from, even on the inside there was no clue, but the note read something like this, “We know 

it’s been a hard week, here is a little bit of joy.”  There were some cookies (store bought mind 

you) and a few other things that I really don’t remember.    My hunch is that it came from some 

of my fellow counselors.  That encouragement kept me going…and I survived four summers of 

outdoor ministry with a desire to do more.  It was the simple act that gave me confidence, 

encouragement, and comfort!  

Well, Paul really has some words of encouragement, words that can only give true comfort, 

confidence, and everlasting hope.   And those words deal with the coming of the Lord and the 

sequence of events concerning the bodily resurrection of believers.  

You see, dear fellow saints, fellow members of the family of God, there were some 

Thessalonian Christians who were deeply concerned that believers who died before Christ’s 

return would somehow lose out.  Certainly, this was not the case!  As Paul teaches these 

readers in the verses before our text concerning the sanctified life, dealing with sexual matters, 
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and Christian love and living, he now continues to address them on this troubling matter—not 

wanting them to remain uninformed, ignorant of the facts. 

We know it’s hard enough even for us Christians to say those earthly goodbyes to people we 

love deeply, right?  It has become increasingly difficult during these last  8 months.   So could 

you imagine these Thessalonian Christians who thought their loved ones who died, who were 

also believers, fellow saints of God, would miss out on Christ’s glorious return—not being with 

angels, archangels, and the whole company of heaven?   Well, Paul gives them detailed 

information so that they do not grieve like the pagan world or those who live without Christ, 

living without the hope of the resurrection and everlasting life.  

It’s sad to say that so many of us this very day are still uninformed of the encouragement Paul 

was offering 2000 years ago.  Over 10 plus years serving as a Pastor I have had many 

conversations dealing with not just Christ’s return, but also our own resurrections - even 

though we confess in our creeds: “and I look for the resurrection of the dead” and “the 

resurrection of the body.”   Needless to say, many would believe that when we die our souls go 

to be with Jesus and that’s it.  Others believe that we turn into angels.  Popular images show us 

sitting on the clouds.   It seems that this leads to no hope or even a false hope for life beyond 

the grave.  

So before Paul listed those detailed events of what will happen when Christ returns, he not only 

reminded his readers, including you and me, but also taught us the life-giving importance of 

Christ’s death and resurrection.   Hence, he wrote:  

14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 

with him those who have fallen asleep. 

Before God could us to live in heaven, Christ  had to die and rise again—for without his bodily 

resurrection, there would be no hope; dust and ash would be the only thing in our future, and 

death would be the final outcome for our souls and bodies due to our sin.  This, then, is 

precisely what God teaches us first through his Word.  The Scriptures clearly teach that Jesus 

rose from the dead on the third day and appeared bodily to his disciples.  Luke writes in the 

book of Acts:  

God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who 

had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 

and also 

3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  

Because of Jesus’ bodily resurrection, we now have such a comforting testimony for our own 

futures!   First of al, Jesus is the Son of God, as Paul declared to the Romans:  
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4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Second, his teaching is true, as John wrote recording Jesus’ own words to Pilate:  

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I 

have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to 

my voice.” 

Our next comforting testimony is the fact that our heavenly Father has accepted Christ’s 

sacrifice for the reconciliation of the world as Paul declares: 

10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 

now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 

And finally, what comfort it is to know that all who believe in Christ will rise to eternal life, as 

Jesus said to Mary and Martha at the death of their brother Lazarus:  

“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 

26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 

and to his apostles: 

Because I live, you also will live. 

St. Paul adds even more:  

22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: 

Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 

And yet, the comfort that Jesus reveals, brings, and gives doesn’t stop here but continues!   Yes, 

there’s an order of events when our Lord returns: Those 

who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 

asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice 

of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 

In one of Luther’s sermons, he wrote about the future that Paul describes.  Luther notes that 

Paul foretells the future events as sure and certain—as sure as if they were in the past. Paul, 

according to Luther, describes life with Christ in eternity as a “beautiful eternal summer,” that 

cannot be compared to the winter of death and pain and sin. 

And so, what encouraging words, my friends! Yes, words of hope, words of history, if you will, 

and words of everlasting life—that we, who believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection, will always 

be with the Lord!  Just think of that, dear Christian family, fellow Saints of God.   When our 
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living Lord returns, when he comes once again, with a cry of command, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet, it will be such a joyous event!  What we, the 

Church, have been praying and singing throughout the years — “Thy Kingdom Come!”; “that 

with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into his eternal wedding feast”; 

“Glory be to God on high”; “with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven”; 

and “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth”—will finally be for you and for me a reality.  St. Paul 

encourages us in our text, “We will always be with the Lord,” our souls and resurrected bodies, 

with no more sin, death, or the power of Satan.  Yes, indeed, we will never ever be separated 

from our Lord!  (or even our fellow members of the family of faith ever again). 

That’s why Paul not only told his readers to  

encourage one another with these words.  

but through the God the  Holy Spirit, he also had us in mind when he penned those same 

words.  Christ will not delay.  He will come swiftly to bring us to heaven, to himself.  

So, fellow members of the family of faith, do you know anyone who could use these words of 

encouragement?  Could it be your spouse, your children, family members, or friends?  Could it 

be your neighbor, co-worker, or even—get this!—a stranger?  Could it be someone sitting in the 

pew today…for the Lord brought you  here today for a reason, didn’t he?    

Encouragement can improve your mood, your day, your week, and so much more.   Therefore, 

thanks be to God, that by his grace we are enabled to know, confess, and proclaim to others 

the outcome of those who “Sleep” and live in Jesus: 

WE WILL ALWAYS BE WITH THE LORD! 

Those are definitely words of encouragement—words also of confidence, hope, and joy; yes, 

words of eternal life, because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. All glory be to God!  And so it 

shall be!   

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

› Now may the peace of God which passes all human understanding, guard your hearts and your minds 

and keep them focused in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
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