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Certainty in Uncertainty 
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Eschatology; Last Day; Darkness; Light / 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

  

› Grace, mercy, and peace be yours from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen.  

St. Paul writes:  

Lutheran Service Book Three Year Lectionary Proper 28 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything 

written to you. 

Indeed, we do not need to be told that our world is in crisis.  Global and local events cascade 

into a rapid succession of actions and reactions.  Some of these events are intentional; some 

bring on the inevitable.  There is a deep fear in these “times and seasons.”  They bring us to the 

verge of an unknown future.   Now some of you may think that this is political statement.  This 

is not a political statement.   Our world is in crisis, not because the elections in America are 

being questioned.    Our world is in crisis because of SIN!   Sin is the reason why we fear these 

“times and seasons.”   Are we living in a season that is uncertain?  YES. Each generation lives in 

a season that is uncertain, because each generation is filled with sin!   So yes, we are looking at 

an unknown future. 

But when we are brought to the point of the unknown, our hope is in the One who meets us 

there:  

Lutheran Service Book Three Year Lectionary Proper 28 

2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 

The times and seasons we find ourselves may indeed belong to crisis…but the day, the GREAT 

DAY belongs to the Lord.   However, even that day forces us to confront another unknown.  We 

do not know when Christ Jesus will come back  to bring all things under His Lordship.  Yet, 

because this unknown is left in the scar-healed hands of the crucified and risen One, it becomes 

a source not of fear, but of hope. 

St. Paul in this short reading from his letter to the Church in Thessalonica provides so many 

different lessons: Fear and hope, darkness and light, judgment and salvation, drunkenness and 
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sobriety.  All of these signal the labor pains of a new reign of God breaking into this hung-over 

world.  

As we think about these lessons, there is one that shines brighter then the others this morning.   

That would be that of darkness and light!     

My dad always told my sister and I: “There is rarely anything good that happens when it is dark. 

It’s typical that bad things happen more at night.”  This statement typically came when we were 

out and about late into the night during high school.  I’m sure I will say it to my kids in a few 

years. Why would he say that though?   It’s because there is so much uncertainty in the night.   

In the dark you can’t see what’s in front of you.  You can’t see where you are going.   You can’t 

see what danger lies ahead or around the next corner.  I remember another time that I was at 

Camp, this time was when I was working at Lutheran Island Camp, there was a trail that I just 

loved to walk in the daylight…it was curvy, but yet very beautiful. At night, I was afraid of it!  I 

hated the curves.  I could walk every other trail at night without light…but this one I couldn’t.  I 

saw eyes one night walking through this trail, i believe it was a deer, but those eyes freaked me 

out.   Now I’ve been watching the show Alone from the history channel.  The contestants will 

tell you the day time is easier…the darkness of the night turns very dangerous. I’ve been looking 

at this whole notion of darkness and maybe this is why the darkness of the winter bothers me 

so much!  I just don’t like it.  It troubles me.    I look forward to the light of the spring and 

summer.  

We’ve been hearing and living in too much darkness recently.  We’ve been hearing that we are 

in for a “long-dark winter.” Joe Biden recently said that. And Dr. Osterholm recently is quoted in 

saying that we are in for the darkest days yet.  This is a troubling time. Winter is always dark.  

There’s been too much death, too much disease, too much sickness, too much depression.  I am 

mentally and emotionally exhausted by all of this.  Just this past Sunday, Dean Dawson and Don 

Hahn went to sleep in Jesus.  Other people are sick or fighting for their earthly lives.   It doesn’t 

matter if it’s the Covid era we are in or the days gone by when Luther ministered during the 

plague or even 102 years ago when the  Spanish flu went through, there is a deeper darkness 

that Paul is talking about here.   The darkness is sin.  The darkness is spiritual darkness.  

And in the spiritual darkness there is uncertainty, uncertainty of what is going to happen.   In 

this spiritual darkness there is one thing that is certain…if we stay in it, if we dwell in it we will 

live forever in darkness.  

Lutheran Service Book Three Year Lectionary Proper 28 

4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all 

children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 

St. Paul writes to the Thessalonians and to you and to me.  We are not in darkness.  You and I  

live in the light.   We don’t need anyone to tell us “There is peace and security.”   We already 

have it.  We have it already in our certainty, which is the uncertainty of Christ’s return.  We 
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don’t need to know the uncertain time frame of Christ’s return.   Peace and security is ours in 

the one whom we proclaim: “Christ was born, Christ has died.  Christ is Risen. Christ will come 

again.”   

That’s the promise that you and I have.    We live in Spiritual live.  We live in the Spiritual day.   

We can see things clearly in the day.   Like I mentioned earlier that trail that I loved to walk in 

the light at Lutheran Island Camp, was difficult and terrifying in the night.  On that trail I could 

see the curves, I could see what wildlife was around me. I could see things clearly.  I was 

confident that I could even stay on the trail.  I was confident I was going to end up where I had 

planned. 

So yes it is through faith that we have the confidence!  We know we are going.   We know who 

we are.   Faith in Christ, the faith that you received in your Baptism, allows you to know without 

any doubting that you belong to God.  Faith in Christ gives you the certainty that you will be 

with Jesus in glory when this life is over. 

As you life in faith, you live in light.  And even when there is darkness all around you…you have 

the brightest light that there is.  You have the light of the world living in you.    That’s certainty. 

And this light that you have, Jesus Christ, He has already defeated every darkness.   He has 

defeated the darkness that the devil causes. He has defeated the darkness of disease - whether 

it be Covid or Cancer.  He has defeated the darkness of depression.  He has defeated the 

darkness of death.  He has already won.  That is certain.   Do we know when the ultimate 

victory celebration be held when he returns in glory? No we don’t.  But we do know he is 

coming back. 

Even with the “long dark winter” that is coming, we can rest securely in the light of Christ.  Our 

hope is in Christ.  Our everlasting hope is in Christ - because he is our light, he is your light. 

And dear saints, because you are children of light, because you belong to the day,  

Lutheran Service Book Three Year Lectionary Proper 28 

let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 

salvation. 9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 

11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.  

Your dear Lord gave you protection of faith, love, and hope of salvation.   Your God desired you 

to obtain salvation through the work of Christ and his death and resurrection.  Since salvation is 

yours, St Paul exhorts you to encourage one another and build one another up. 

This is one way you respond to living in the light.  Encourage one another with Christ’s love. 

Especially in these days of darkness and division…work to encourage one another in Christ’s 

love.   Build one another up instead of tearing down.    
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Dear Family of God.   I know the last 8 months have been hard.  On Tuesday will mark 8 months 

since Covid and the consequences of Covid has affected us.  This has cause great angst for all of 

us.  We are all tired of it.  We are struggling with it, especially as it hits home even more in our 

congregation and community.   My encouragement for you is to keep the faith.  Keep looking to 

Jesus.  You’ve been doing a good job.   Keep looking to Jesus.   Look to Jesus with 20/20 

vision…vision that only He can give you.   As you look to Jesus…look at your neighbor with the 

eyes of Jesus.  See that individual as one for whom Jesus loves…even if you disagree politically 

and in many other ways that you might disagree.  

Is there uncertainty in this  dark and fallen world, yes.   But there is one thing that is certain, 

even if the timing is uncertain…Jesus is coming back.  So we wait…and as we wait we spread the 

light of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  That is the hope that the world has.  

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

› Now may the peace of God which passes all human understanding, guard your hearts and 

your minds and keep them focused in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior. Amen.  
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