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Advent; Patience; Preparation / 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

  

› Grace, mercy, and peace be yours from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Christ, 

our Coming Advent King. Amen 

Thanksgiving is over for another year.  There is probably a few leftovers in the fridge, especially 

if you didn’t have many people over. The Holiday season is in full swing.   Over the last couple of 

weeks I have seen decorations going up around time.   You are starting to prepare for 

Christmas.   Maybe you’ve even been getting some of the Daily Deals on Amazon or scored a 

Black Friday Deal or will be looking for that Cyber Monday deal.  You are preparing for 

Christmas.   Maybe you have schedule of baking laid out as well.     Maybe you are even one 

that puts up your tree right after Thanksgiving or you are planning the time to get it out or go 

cut it down.    Preparations are necessary to be ready for Christmas, even this year when your 

own families Christmas celebration may look different.  

I don’t have to tell you, but I will…there is so much to do to get ready for Christmas…and yes, 

even in the church.  Even here the preparations is a little different.    I can tell you that I have 

learned to start preparing for Advent/Christmas in September.  It’s not all about preparing…it’s 

also about waiting…it’s about anticipating. I’ll be the first to Admit—I hate waiting for 

something of grand importance. 

This Advent Season is different, it’s different from last year. Yes, there is still the preparations.  

There is still the waiting.   We may not be seeing family this year like we typically do.   We may 

even be of the mindset that we are just ready for the commotion of the season to be over.    I’ll 

dare to affirm that we could be a bit more childlike in our Advent waiting and preparing.    

When I was a kid, I didn’t sweat the details.   My parents did that work.  The only thing I really 

did was shop at the Anna Claus shop at school for little things for my sister and parents and 

then go with my mom and dad separately to get presents.   That was fun.  Really I just sat back 

with the eager and joyful anticipation of Christmas and the opening of the gifts even receiving 

the GIFT that gives all the true joy…the GIFT That brings Joy to the World.  I remember watching 
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as each new gift was placed under the tree and my waiting just intensified.  My anticipation 

grew. 

Really, as I think about it waiting in those days seemed so much easier (I didn’t believe it then), I 

really didn’t have the cares in the world…but then the years went by and more responsibility 

came and now I find myself with the preparations at home and at the church.  I am busy with all 

the hustle and bustle of the season and I fail to just sit back and wait.   So perhaps for all of us 

we need to sit back and become more childlike in our Advent waiting?  

You see Children, they know Christmas is coming, they believe, they don’t often worry about 

the fact that everything will be ready when it’s time. 

In our text this morning, St. Paul assures us that we are just as ready for Christ’s coming—and 

that can enable us to do one thing none of us are really good at! - Wait! 

As the Advent People of God, we are called to be prepared and waiting—Confident because we 

are ready in Christ. We aren’t just prepared, we are ready…we are ready for Christ’s coming 

because of all that God has done for us.  Hear again what St. Paul says:  

Lutheran Service Book Three Year Lectionary First Sunday in Advent 

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in 

Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— 

6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking 

in any gift, 

The Corinthians, they lacked nothing.  They had every gift from God…including the grace of 

God. Through the grace of God they were enriched in every way with all speech and knowledge.   

The Apostle Paul goes on and tells them very clearly: “Look beyond the present day and your 

present gifts to the Last Day and the Lord’s Greater gifts.”   That’s what he tells them…look to 

the greater gifts that will be found in Christ. 

We, 21st Century American Christians, also lack nothing.   We have everything.  We have the 

same grace of God.  We are not lacking in any gift from God.   Yet, we have a challenge, 

especially this Advent Season.   We want to focus on Christmas Day, you know the 24/25 of 

December.  We want to focus on all the hustle and bustle, the business and the gifts, the 

presents wrapped and unwrapped, the presents placed under the tree or in stocking or the 

driveway as some commercials show you.    Hopefully our focus is on another wrapped gift, one 

that is wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. 

But even better then that, we have the Lord’s fullest gifts:  we have salvation completed, by 

Christ’s Work on the Cross and the Empty tomb.    We have Christ revealed and eternity 

experienced.   Yet we have to wait for these to experience in fullness…we have to be ready for 

that great day. And yes, we have to wait.  And the church has been waiting for 2000 years. 
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Yes, we are waiting.   We are waiting... 

Lutheran Service Book Three Year Lectionary First Sunday in Advent 

for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Yes, indeed we are waiting for the day—count em down…26 days until the day or 25 if you have 

your Christmas on Christmas Eve.   As the Church we can hardly we for the day to celebrate the 

revealing of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, born in the manger in Bethlehem.   

Yet we are actually waiting for two days: 

Lutheran Service Book Three Year Lectionary First Sunday in Advent 

as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless 

in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul isn’t really writing to us about Christmas Day.   Even for him and the Corinthian Christians 

that had already happened.  Jesus was already born.  In fact he had already been Crucified and 

Risen.  However, we do wait for the Christmas festival and I am sure they did too, at least to 

celebrate the day of his birth.   You are waiting for the Christmas festival…it’s a great day, a day 

for great and joyous celebration.  Yet we also are waiting for a second day, the Great(er) Day of 

the Lord.  Just as the Nativity of Christ Jesus revealed our Lord and His mission, just as the 

Crucifixion revealed our Lord’s Mission, just as the Lord’s day of Resurrection revealed His 

Mission, so that Great Day will reveal Him as the glorious judge and king.  It will all be revealed 

to you.  

So we wait as resident aliens, as strangers in a strange land that is not our ultimate home.  

America is not our ultimate home.  We are citizens of a greater nation, biblically a greater 

kingdom.  We are citizens of a heavenly kingdom.   A kingdom that is far greater than what we 

have now in America.   We thank God that this is just our temporary home, whether we are 

dealing with a global health crisis, turbulent political waters, or other challenges, this nation is 

not our forever home.  That is yet to be revealed. That day is what we wait for, that day is what 

we need to be ready for. 

And Advent also calls us to wait for a third day, the day of our physical death, the day on which 

our souls are taken to be with the Lord in his presence.   A Wise 12th Century Theologian once 

wrote: “The day of death is for each person the day of the Lord’s Coming.”  That day is known 

only to our Lord - not to anyone else.   

And yet every time we gather for a funeral of someone we love, we remember that this is true.   

Every time that I have had the opportunity to sit with someone on their death bed, I have come 

to realize that this is true.   I remember one day sitting with a member and Doug told me that 

he was ready for the Lord Coming for him.  Not long after that the Lord came for him and he 

died in the faith and he now waits for that Greater Day!  There are numerous examples of 
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this…for many, especially the elderly as they are dying tell me, tell their Pastor, I’m ready to go 

home.  They know they are citizens of a great kingdom, that this is just their temporary home. 

And Still for each of these days we are ready.    We are ready because our Lord Jesus Christ... 

Lutheran Service Book Three Year Lectionary First Sunday in Advent 

will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by 

whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

You and I are guilty, guilty in our sin, we are guiltless, because God is faithful, because we are 

called into fellowship of His Son, because Jesus Cleansed us..    “Jesus has cleansed His church 

by removing the sins of believers through His own blood on the cross. This cleansing has been 

to Christians through Holy Baptism.  When Jesus returns the church will be blameless, because 

God who is faithful keeps it (her!) in the cleansing flow of grace.”   We, you are kept in this 

cleansing flow of grace even today through Absolution, through Word, through Supper.   You 

are cleansed through the blood Jesus.  Since you are cleansed, you are guiltless in the day of 

your Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are ready because though we are faithless, God is faithful    Because though we are loveless 

loners and runaway rebels, we are given fellowship with His Son.  This is better than any 

fellowship on earth.   This fellowship cannot be taken away from us by any earthly authority.   

We are ready because He chose us…you and I.  We are ready not because of anything that we 

do, not any of our preparations can fully make us ready.  We ready because God loves us.  

Therefore, the Church waits, waits in eager anticipation…made ready by the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, His Work and His Testimony.   The Church waits, waits in eager anticipation, but yet 

ready because we are gifted in every way—through His Word and Sacrements.   The Church 

waits, waits in eager anticipation, trusting that CHrist sustains his bride ready to the end.   The 

Church waits, waits in eager anticipation and ready because she is guiltless and unaccusable 

through the gifted righteousness of Christ.   The Church waits, waits with eager 

anticipation…rejoicing that we are ready because God is faithful.   The church waits…eager and 

ready to celebrate the full fellowship with Jesus Christ our Lord.  The Church waits…and we wait 

as children do, not worrying about the preparations of the Great Day, the Father has made the 

preparations, he has given us the gifts and now we wait  with eager anticipation to experience 

the fullness of our Lord on that Greater Day of the Lord. 

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

› Now may the peace of God which passes all human understanding, guard your hearts and 

your minds and keep them focused in Christ Jesus our Lord our coming Advent King. Amen.  
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